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PRAYER before SERMON. 


O THOU eternal and exhauftle/: Jource 
of light, and life, and love! In thee we 
live and move.and have our being! Every 
moment deals to us a portion of thy boun- 


ty, and‘demands the tribute of unceajing — 


prayfe! Thy name is Love! Aud Love 
the effence of thy nature! The religion 
thou haft taught us is a religion of love! 
Aud love is the principle and eud of all 
thy difpenfations ! 


Never. dof thou fend thy judgments 
abroad into. the world, never doft thou 
Suffer thy chaftifing hand tofall beavy up- 
on thy children, but when they became 
infenfible of that endearing relation, in 
which they frand to thee and toeach other, 
and thus violate thy eternal living law of 
love! 


We acknowledge, therefore, and adore 
thy wifaom and goodnefs in the intuciion, 
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of national punifhments upon national 
guilt! Our eyes muft be blinded, and our 
hearts hardened indeed, if we do not fee 
and feel, under our prefent vifitution, the 
manifest tokens of thy divine difpleafure! 


We own and lament, that the dark 
cloud of judgment, which now hangs over 
our heads, bath rifen from our unnumber- 
ed fins and rebellions againft thee! Againft 
thee only have we finned! To thee only 


have we been difobedient and ungrateful. 


We have negletted to improve under thy 
pak corrections, We have fhamefully 
Jighted thy pal loving-kindneffes. Our 
profperity bath rendered us forgetful of 
thee our Gon, regardlefs of thine bely 
ordinances, inattentive to the precepts of 


thy gofpel! 
But yet, /pare us, good Lorn, fpare 


thy people, whom thou haft redeemed, and 
let not thine heritage be brought to con- 


- fufion! Recall thy minifters of vengeance! 


And 
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And put 4 flop to the unnatural a 
of chriftian blood ! 


FRoM our prefent grievous calamities, 
not our merits, but thy mercy, not our 
Sorefight but thy providence alone can de- 
liver us. Accept, therefore, the prayers 
and JSupplications, that have this day been 
offered at the foot—ftool of thy throne! Ac- 
cept, for thy weri-BeLoven’s fake, our 
public. atts of peniten: ce and bumihation | ! 


ee 


Gave us grace ferioufly to lay to heart 
‘the great danger weare in from ourprea 
fent unbappy divifiens! Take atvay all 
hatred, bitternefs and refentment from 
our breafis. Enable us to forgive our of= 
fending BRETHREN, evenas we ourfelves 
look for. forgivenefs at» ‘the bands: z our 
ifiemded- Gop bs s os rusts diy 


Anpv O thot, who alone. canfi make 
men to be of one mind i in an houfe: ! Re- 


fore that brotherly. union and concord, 
which 


L 
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which ought ever to fubfy Gft inviolate tv 
the great family to which we belong! ! And 
as there is but one body, and one fpirit, 


and one hope of our calling, one LorD, one 


faith, one baptifm, one Gon and FATHER 
of us all, fo may we henceforth be all of one 
heart and of one foul, united in one holy 
bond of truth and peace, of faith and 
charity ! 


For this purpofe we pray, that thou 


would? give thy blefing to a preached 


gofpel! Enable thy minifiring fervants of 
every denomination to be injiant in feafon 
and out of feafon, in promoting the great 
work of chriftian love: And whilft they 
are faithfully employed in planting and 
watering, do thou, Lorn of the barveft £ 
crown their labours with a bleffed increafe £ 


Art this we ofe for the fake and 
through the merits of thy well-beloved fon 
Jeaus Cusisr our LorD, in and through 

whom 


in we have the bigh and inefim 
8 
privilege of addrefing Thee, as 


* 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
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PSALM LXXX. Verse XIV. 


ioe 

RETURN, WE BESEECH THEE, O Gop 
OF Hosrs! Look pown From Hra- 
VEN, AND BEHOLD AND VISIT ‘Tus 
Vine! ; 


I F we could retire awhile, my bre- 
thren, from the {phere of political tu- 
mult, contemplate at leifure the fy- 
ftem of the univerfe, and took beyond fe- 
cond caufes for the {prings and principles 
of motion, we fhould doubtlefs be 


hemes So ; able 
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able to difcern in almoft every human 
event, the marks of Sovereign Wifdom, 
the energy of Infimite Power, and 
the prevalence cf* Almighty Good- 
nefs; and fhould thereby be led to ac- 
knowledge-the immediate influence and 
operation of the great moral Governor. 


Nor only the courfe of all public 
tranfactions, the rife and fall of em- 
pires and kingdomsappcar tobe directed 
by his omnipotent hand; but his pros 
vidence is known to extend to the con- 
cerns of individuals, to things of the 
minuteft nature, fo that, according to 
the language of infpiration, NoT A 
SPAKROW FALLS TO THE GROUND 
WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND THE 
‘VERY HAIRS OF OUR HEADS AKE 
NUMBERED, 


d 


( 1 ) 

‘Wart a fcene of diforder, ruitr 
and defolation would foon be exhibit- 
ed upon the theatre of the world, was 
the ALMIGHTY to withdraw his over- 
ruling influence! Men, favage in fome 
degree by nature, and more’ favage by 
the growth and indulgence of their 
evil lufts and paffions, would foon fall 
upon each other with a violence and 
ferocity equal to that of beatts of prey. 
Ambition, tyranny and vengeance, 
would rage without controul, and the 


whole world would, ere long, bs de= 
luged in blood. 


Happy, however, for mankind, 
this is not the cafe. An all-wife and 
all-powerful Being fits at the helm, 
He prefides, unfeen, in the councils of 
Princes. He profpers or difappoints 
them in their projects and undertakings; 
and renders all the thoughts, intenti- 
: A 2 ons: 
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ons and actions of men fubfervient to 
the completion of his own moit wife 


~ 


and benevolent purpofes. 


i 
Conquest and defeat, the fhouts 


of the victor, and the cries of the van- 
quifhed are from him. The profperi- 
ty of nations and the happinefs of in- 
dividuals, public misfortunes and pri- 
vate diftrefles, plentiful harvefts and 
years of famine, the ravages of war, 
and the fmiles of peace, are’all dealt 
forth by him to the fons of-men, at 
fuch times and in fuch degrees, as in 
his wifdom and goodnefs he finds ex~ 
pedient for their real welfare. Happy, 
therefore, that people, who, (amid 
all 11 the Variety of changes to which go- 
vernn ents. as well as individuals are 
expofed)_ have placed their fole de- 
pendence upon the Kine or Kines ! 


sie 
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Wir thefe principles in our hearts, 
and with a fincere purpofe of uum- 
BLIXG OURSELVES UNDER THE MIGH- 
TY HAND oF Gop, and imploring. his 
gracious interpofition under our pre- 
fent public diftreffes, I would fain 
hope, that we have all ruts DAY EN- 
TERED THE COURTS OF THE Lorp’s 
HOUSE. 


Tue trumpet is founded in Zion,» 


A Faft is proclaimed.. A folemn af- 


fembly convened. The numerous ins © 


habitants of our extenfive colonies, are 
now proftrate with us before the 
Throne of Grace, and jointly lifting 
up their hands and hearts to Heaven 
in fome fuch fupplicatory addrefs as 
this: ReTuRN, we BESEECH THEE, 
O Gop oF uosts ! Loox powN FRoM 
HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD AND Visit 


THis Vine! And would to God ! that 
eur united prayers and fupplications 


might , 


Ks 
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tore 
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might prevail, that the Lord of mercy 
would incline his ear, and fay to the 
deftroying Angel: Ir is ENOUGH— 
SrAY Now THINE HAND. 


In the Pfalm from whence my text 
is taken, the Royal Author, after hav- 
ing enumerated the many diftinguifh- 
ing favours, with which Heaven had 
heretofore bleffed his church and nati- 
on, proceeds in the moft earneft man- 
ner to deprecate fome grievous calami-= 
ties with which they were. at. that: time 
oppreffed : 


Give EAR, O SHEPHERD OF 
IsRAEL, THOU THAT LEADEST Jo~ 
SEPH LIKE A FLOCK; THOU THAT 


DWELLEST BETWEEN THE CHERU- 


BIMS, SHINE FORTH !——-THOU HAST 
BROUGHT A VINE OUT OF EGYPT: 
THoU HAST CAST OUT THE HEA-= 


"THEN AND PLANTED IT3 THOU 


PREPAKEDST ROOM FOR IT, AND 
, DiDST 


ee 


- 
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DIDST CAUSE IT TO TAKE DEEP 
ROOT, AND IT FILLED THE LAND. 


THE HILLS WERE COVERED WITH: 


THE SHADOW OF IT, AND THE 


BOUGHS THEREOF WERE LIKE THE 


GOODLY CEDARS, SHE SENT OUT 
HER BOUGHS UNTO THE SEA, AND 
HER BRANCHES UNTO THE RIVER. 
Wuy HAST THOU THEN BROKEN 
DOWN HER HEDGES, $0 THAT ALL 


THEY THAT PASS BY THE WAY 


DO PLUCK HER. THE WILD BOAR 
OUT OF THE WOOD DOTH WASTE 
IT; AND THE WILD BEAST OF THE 
FIELD DOTH DEVOUR IT. RETURN, 
WE BESEECH THEE,O Gop oF nostTs! 
Look DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND 
BEHOLD AND VIsiT THIS VINE]! 


Beds 


In applying this paffage of feripture 


to the prefent folemnity, my obferva- 


tions will turn chiefly upon the blefs- 
ings by which we have hitherto been 
diftinguifhed, the ungrateful returns 

we 


hat 
Wat. ee 


ie 
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we have made to the God of Heaven, 
for his. 4nmerited goodnefs, and the 


only #heans by which, as a people, we 
cant ‘be re-inftated in his favour. 


I. Great and aftonifhing have been 
the bleflings of Providence, by, which 
thefe American colonies have been dif- 
tinguifhed from their very firft fettle- 
ments to the prefent period. They have 
indeed been a VINEYARD PLANTED 
BY THE Lorp’s RIGHT Hanp. And 
though fome gloomy fcenes have now 
and then fhaded the brightnefs of the 
profpect, yet even thefe have great- 
ly contributed to their pobre and 
enlargement. 


‘Ir welook back a little into the an- 
nals of America, we fhall find, that 
this very fpot, on which our large and 
populous city now ftands, was, lefs 
than a century ago, a wild unculti- 
vated defart; The arts and cuftoms of 

civilized 


‘ 
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civilized life were here unknown. 
Nought elfe was vifible, but the fad 


effects of ignorance, fuperftition and - 


idolatry. The untutor’d favage roamed 
the wood, like a beaft of prey, ftranger 
to the comforts and advantages. of men~ 


tel culture, involved in ‘Pagan dark-— 


nefs, with fcarcely one ray of heavenly 
truth to irradiate the gloom of nature. 


Sucw was the dark and dreary pro- 
fpect, when Providence conducted our 


Forefathers'to this new world. He took 


the tenderflipfrom the Parenr VINE. 
He cast out ‘HE HEATHEN: AND 
PLANTED IT. THE HILLS WEK SOON 
COVER’ D WITH THE SHADOW OF IT, 
AND THE BOUGHS THFREOF WERE 
LIKE THE GOODLY CEDARS. SHE SENT 
OU’ HER BOUGHS Us TO THE SEA, AND 
HER BRANCHES UNTO THE RIVER.--— 
From Nortu to SoutuH he ftretched 
the extenfive line.—From East to 


Wesr he. bad the profpedt open- 
B THe 
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THE WILDERNESS AND SOLITARY 


PLACE WERE MADE GLAD, AND THE. 


DESART REJOICED AND. BLOSSOMED 
LIKE THE ROSE. ES 


“Our fober Anceftors brought over. 


with them, not only the feveral uleful 


arts and improvements, of which the. 
natives were ignorant, but.a treafure of 
infinitely greater value, even the char- 


ter of TEMPORAL FREEDOM, and the 
records of ETERNAL TRUTH. The 
banners of CuristTian and Brivis 
Liberty were at once unfolded, and 
thefe remote parts of the earth were 
thereby added to the Mrssiau’s king- 


dom. 


Number F Ss, indeed, were the 
toils, difficulties, and dangers, to which. 
the firft founders of thefe colonies, as 


well as their iuccéffors were expoted, 


before they arrived at their pretent. 


height of opulence and {plendor. So. 


.. remarkable 
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Ul 
~gemarkable, however, were the inter= 


pofitions of Providence, that the moft 
inattentive mind muit have frequently 
difcerned them. : * 


ScaRCELY is there recorded in the 
‘annals of hiftory a more rapid feries of 
fucceffes of every kind in the fettlement 
and population of any country on the 
globe. Whilft favoured with the nur- 
turing care and protedtion of the mother 
country, whofe fleets and armies, in 
conjunction | with our own, have ever 
been fa:thfully and fuccefsfully employ, 
ed in our defence, our commen ene~ 
mies have looked with aftonithment 
and envy upon our rifing glory, nor 
have dared for years to interrupt. d Tre- 
pofe, purchafed, under the: fmiles of 
Heaven; by virtue, -induftry, and Bri- 


tifh and Amieriéan valour, . 0 ; 
Ta saeuee i 


AnD’ happy, my dear brethren; 
itive we {till rethain,. if the ‘parent 
C23 would 
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would be fatisfied with fuch returns 
from the children, as filial duty woud 
always prompt them to pay, and: not 
exact fuch an illegal «and unrighte- 
ous tribute, as by weakening and dif— 
treffing them, muft in the end weaken 
and diitrefs the parent too. 


He £ then our prefent calamities 
commence. Our MoRNING Joys are 
paft—and a NIGHT of HEAVINEss fuc- 
ceeds —The nepces or Liberty, by 
which we hoped our VINEYARD was 
fecured, ARE BROKEN DowN, and 
THEY THAT PASS BY THE WAY, ARE 
fecking to PLUCK OUR GRAPES. 


?’T 1s not indeed THE WILD BOAR 
OUT OF THE WoOD, OR THE WILD 
BEAST OF THE FIELD, that are ready 
to WASTE AND PEVOUR IT. ‘Tis not 
now a foreign enemy, or the favages 


of our own wildernefs, that have made 


the cruel 2nd unrighteous afiauic—But 
it 


Ce eee eee 
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it is even, thou, BriTtartn, that with 
mercilefs and unhallowedhands, wouldft 


cut down:and. deftray this BRANCH of 


thine. own viNE, the very BRANCH, 
which Providence > HATH MADE 
SY RONG even FOR YHYSELF ! > Wo: 


Il. [njurep and oppreffed as we are, 
unmericing the harfh and rigorous treat- 
ment, which we have received from fuch 
an unexpected quarter, let, us, however, 
look. up to an higher caufe for the aw- 
ful inflition-;~and whilft we are faith+ 
fully perfevering in. the defence. of: our 


‘ThMPOxAL-RIGHTS,let us humble our- 


felves before God, lay our hands, upoa 


~ our hearts, and ferioufly and impartial~ 


ly enquice, what returns we have made 
to Heaven tor its paft favours, and whe- 
ther its pretent chaftifements have. not 
been drawn down upon us by a grofs 
neglect oi our. sPiRiTUAL PRIVILEGES. 


Hats 
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HATH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, then, 
SHONE FORTU AS THE LIGHT, AND 
‘OUR JUST DEALINGS AS THE NOON 
pay ?—Hath a fenfe of Gop’s unnum-~ 
bered and unmerited mercies awakened 
in our fouls an ardent: affection for our 
divine Benefactor? Have we been 
more zealous for the honour of his go- 
yvernment and the obfervance: ot his 
laws? Have we teftified our zeal by a 
correfpondent practice ? By works of 
piety, beneficencée, and public virtue ? 
Have our heads of families beéf care- 
fal to fet good examples to their chil- 
dren and fervants, by a’punctual at- 
téndance at the houfe of Gop, by a 
decent and devout behaviour in our 
folémn affemblies, and by regular, dai- 
ly, grateful ‘addreffes to their heavenly 
Father i in their clofets at home? 


“HAve we been careful to check that 
overwecning fondnels of gaiety and 
¥ pleafuie, 


(C 2a 


pleafure, which frequently difcovers: 


itielf in the difpofitions of our chil-~ 
dren ?—to check it did I fay—yea, to- 
endeavour to root it out of their hearts, ° 
and plant and nourifh in its room the’ 
love of Gop and of goodnefs ?—I[n-a’ 
word, have we been induiftrious,’ in* 
our feveral ftations: and- according to: 

our refpective abilities, in propagating” 

the goipel of Jesus Cuxisr, as well’ 

in found doctrine as in found practice ? 

Hath our ricut for this purpofe, fo 
SHONE BEFORE MEN, TBAT THEY 

SLEING OUR GOOD works, have-been - 
led TO GLORIFY OUR FaATHER<WHLCR? 
Is in HEAVEN, Pew op eon I 


Avcas! my prcrnren, have we not. 
rather been fo far carried away by the. 
fiream of profperity, a$ to be forgetful 
of the fource from whence it was de- 


rived ? So elevated by the profpea, 


which peace anda iuccetsful commerce 
bee opened ‘to us, as to neglect thofe’ 


inipreflions 


out Sy © Rie Oe pete, © Oe PON, Vee te, 
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impreftions of goodnefs, which former 


afflictions had left upon our hearts ? 


Have not luxury and vice, the common 
attendants of wealth and grandeur, too 
foon made their appearance camongit 
us, and begun to {pread a dangerous in~ 
fection. through our hitherto healthy 
and thriving ftate? Amid the hurry 
and tumult of the paffions, hath not 
confcience fallen afleep? Hath not a 
falfe fecurity gained ground? And a 
worldly {pirit too generally prevailed ? 


ANp is it not for this, that the Ar - 
micuty- hath bared his arm againft 
us? Is it not tor this, that he now 
{peaks to us in thunder? And, as we 
would nof be drawn by the cords of bis 
love, that he is now chaftifing us with 
the rods of his wrath? Is it not for this, 
that the flames of an UNNATUR-L 
war_ have burft forth in the very 
bowels of our native land? And that 

our 


(ae 
our garments have been already faine’ 
wit kindred blood ? aii, 


O my Gop! let this ‘fuffice !—"et 
MiERCY:- interpofe, and ftay tie avéng- 
ing hand of yusiice! 


For behold ! we now defire to TURN 
UNTO THEE WITH ALL OUR HEARTS, 
WITH FASTING, AND WITH WEFPING 
AND wWITA. MOURNING! -We know, 
that mercy is thy darling attribute, 


and that JUDGMENT is a’ STRANGE 


work to thée!—RetTurvn then, we 
BESEECH THE+, O Gop oF Hosis! 
LOOK DOWN FROM Heavtés ! And 
once more Bi:HOuD AND VISIT TH.S 
Vist! 


Ill. But wHerewiTHAL, my dear 
brethren, SHALL WE COME BEFORE 
THE LorD, AND BOW OU*SFLVES BF= 
FORE THE HIGH Gop? With what 
facrifice fhall we approach his altar ? 

Ge With 


? 
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With what language, or by what cons 
dud thall we invite him to return ? 


THE SACRIFICE oF GoD IS A BRO= 
KEN SPI-IT: A BROKEN AND A CON= 


TRITE HEART, O Gop, THOU WILT 


NOT DESPISE. PRAYER and suPPLi- 
CATION, is a language, which he will 
not refufe to hear: And REPEN >= 
ANCE and REFORMATION of life, 


through the redeeming power ot his 


BVER-BLESSED Son, is the only: con= 
dud, that will reinftate us in his fa- 


vour. > 
pan ae heer OH pet 


“Let us adore, then, the divine 
wifdom and goodnets, for putting it 
into th- hearts of that Honourable Ais 
fembly, now entrufted with the great 
eaufe of American Liberty, to call up- 
on the whole people, whom they re- 
prefent, in the moft folemn and affec- 
tionate manner, to join in deprecating 
the Divine difpleafure, by one generak 

: ae 


ee 


Ee 
a&t of religious humiliation. Eeaven 
be praifed, that they have hereby 


fhewn their attention and zeal for our 
eternal as well as temporal welfare. _ 


Go on, ye chofen band of Chriftian 
Patriots! Teftify to the world, by your 


example as well as by your counfels, 


that ye are equally the foes of Vice 
and of SLAVERY Banith the Syren 
Luxury, with all her train of fafcinat- 
ing pleafures, idle diffipation, and ex- 
penfive amufements from our borders. 


Cali upon honeft induftry, fober fruga- 
lity, fimplicity of manners, plain hof- 
pitality and chriftian benevolence to 
throw down the ufurpers, and take pof- 
felfion of their feats. Recommend every 
{pecies of reformation, that will have 
a tendency to promote the glory of 
Gob, the intereft of the Gofpel of Jr~ 
sus, and all thofe: private and public 
vittues, upon the bafis of which alone, 
: ee i the 
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the fuperftructure of true pAPetty can 
be erected. 


To fecond your virtuous attempts, 
let the minisTeRs of the everlafting 
gofpel, the embafladors of Jxzsus 
Curist, ftep forth with freth zeal 
and courage to their duty. Let them 
remember, that they are not only an- 
fwerable for their own fouls, but for 
the fouls of thofe under their care. 
«© They are fet as watchmen over the 
houfe of Hrael.”—Let them, therefore, 
CRY ALOUD AND SPARE NOT: let 
them LIFT UP THEIR VOICE AS A 
TRUMPET, AND SHEW ISRAEL THEIR 
TRANSGRESSION, AND THE HOUSE 
oF JACOB THEI« SIN. 


From thefe let the MAGISTRATES 
take the alarm—Let them bold!y re- 


buke vice—Let them punifh immorali- 


ty and profanenefs without refpect to 
tank or ioitune—Let them become Mi-~ 
NisJ ERS 
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ntsTeRs of the GosPEL as well as mt~ 
NISTERS of Jusrice—Let them incul- 
cate the knowledge and prad@tice of true 
religion and virtue, as far as their in- 
fluence and authority extends. 


WHEN MAGISTRATES and -mt- 
NisTERS fhall ardenty confpire fr 
fuch pious and benevolent purpofes— 
Fieaven will furely {mile upon their 
labours of love; and the people com- 
mitted to their charge will GRow IN 
GkACE, and become eminent €xam- 
pies of every divine and focial virtue. , 


We cannot expect, my dear bre~ 
thren, that the Gob oF HOSTS WILL 
RETURN, LOOK town FROM Hera- 
VEN, AND BEHOLD AND VISIT OUR 
Vine; that he will caufe his fun 
to thine, and his refrefhing dews and 
rains Cone upon it, unlefs we are 
careful to cultivate and improve the 
foil, and to root out every uiclefs nox 

ious 
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fous weed, that will impede its growth. 
By neglecting this, we fhall be in dané 
ger of incurring the dreadful fentence : | 
_ denounced againft the barren fig- tree, 
CUT IT DOWN: WHY CUMBEKETH if 
“THE GROUND? 


Bur whilft [ am recommending 
in general thofe effential branches of a 
true reformation, piety and gratitude 
to Gop, repentance and humiliation for 


patt neglects, together with the revival 
of every private and public virtue, | 
- which can adorn and dignify the citi- | 
| zen and the chriftian, let me not forget | 
to remind you, at this awful feafon in 
particular, of the great gofpel duty of 
cHARITY, Which will ever prompt us 
to fympathize with the diftreffes, and 
to relieve the wants of our brethren. 


‘ 


Wuite profperity ftretches her filk- 
en banner over our heads, and admi- 
oe a continual fupply of the com- 

forts 


Sa 
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forts and enjo; ments of life, let us not 


be content to repofe at-eafe beneath 
her friendly thade, and felfifhly and fo- 
litarily reach forth. our hands to take 
ber cup of blifs, w hilft thoufands are 
{uffering, neglected. befide us, and ten 
thoulands.at. our righthand, un thefe 
calamitous times at leaft, let us deem 
it BETTEs TO Go To THE Hous: oF 
MouRnING 1HAN 10 THE HousE.or 
Feasrinc. Let us chearfully facrifice 
our houts of entertainment andconvis 
vial. mirth, and be willing to contract 
our ~ufual 5 dpe that we ae h ve 
WFrEP, and des fomewhat ‘to ipa fog 
the relief of them that want.-? «° 


Se ia | ibereieen nlkll Soleil 
_ unnatural: conteft, and Heaven fhauld 
even {mile upon our righteous-eauile; 
eur fuccefs cannot be purchafed withs 
cut many a tear, on the part: of: the 
victor as well as, the. vanquifhed. -An 

anxious 


De 


¢ 


( ga) 


anxious parent may be afflicted ‘with’ 


the melancholy tidings of the death of 
an only Son—A fond wife may be plun- 


ged into al] the bitternefs of woe, up-— 


on reading the name of her affeCtionate’ 
{poufe among the number of the flain 
—A beloved child may liften with an 
heart-felt anguifh to the fad ftory of his 


father’s fall—And all this load of mife= 


ry may be dreadfully: accumulated by 
the languors ot difcafe, and the frowns 
of -poverty: » gun 


Our fafting and humiliation, there- 


fore, will ftand us in no ftead,. unlefs, 


whilft we are feeking. To LoosE.THE 
BANDS OF WICKEDNESS in our own 
hearts, we endeavour likewife To uN- 
DO THE HEAVY BURDENS OF OTHERS, 
AND TO LET THE OPPRESSED GO 
FREE—unlefs we DEAL OUR BREAD 
TO THE HUNGRY, AND BRING THE 
POOR THAT ARE CAST OUT INTO CUR 
HOUSES™=-WHEN WE SEE THE NAKED, 
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THAT WE COVER HIM, AND HIDE NOT 
OURSELVES ‘FROM OUR OWN FLESH, 


: ae our hearts and ‘hae are em- 

) ployed” in “fuch deeds of beneficence 

and love, ouR ViGHT SHALL BREAK 

FORTH AS THE MORNING, AND OUR 

HEALTH SHALL SPRING FORTH SPEE= 

DILY : Ouk RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL 

GO BEFORE US: THE GLORY OF THE 
-Lorp sHALL Be ouR REaR-wARD. 


In a word, if we would with ruz 
Gop oF Hosts To RETURN, To 
*i 00K DOWN FROM Heaven ‘AND BE- 
HOLD AND visit our American VINE, 
we muft be prepared to meet him by 
fuch heavenly tempers and difpofiti- 
| ons, as alone can teftify our vital uni- 
) on and communion with him. Haps 
! 
: 


py, if we find him a reconciled Gov 
in Curist Jesus! Thrice happy, if 
| our faith has fixed us to the Rock oF 
| AGES! Then indeed the rude winds . 
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ney ‘Bee the billows of pabtie 6 or pte 
vate adverfity may rife and ‘rage : But | 
we fhall _ftand collected and fecures 


etinst t otf } 


like the itately cadace of ‘the weaaisty 


nike sacra bettie nee 
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